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Chairman-  Martin Hampton     Tel 083 3883149  
            Em martinjchampton@gmail.com 
V-Chairman- Ray Teichmann      Tel 083 8816419 
       Em allanray@telkomsa.net 
Treasurer-  Dave Tanner        Tel 083 2343000 
           Em pmestreas@gmail.com 

dawie.tanner@gmail.com 
Secretary-  Alan Hill       Tel 0723962592  
       Em halan2032@gmail.com 
Committee-  Kaei Robertson  Tel 079 8998560   
       Em kaeirobertson@gmail.com 
Committee  Craig Saunders  Tel 0824084048 

Em craig@quartex.co.za 
 
 
Party Bookings-   Colleen Hampton   Tel 083 5708686  

Em pmesparty@gmail.com 
 
Track site and Clubhouse- 78 Rudling Rd 
     Bisley 
     Pietermaritzburg 
     3201 
     (No postal delivery) 
 

Club Meetings- General Meeting: Third Monday of each month at 19H30 at Halley 
Park. Visitors welcome 

   Running Day: First Sunday of each month 
   Committee meetings: Third Monday of each month at 18h30 
   Work Day: Saturday following the General Meeting 
 
Web Page-  www.pmes.co.za  
 

Facebook-      (Pietermaritzburg Model Engineering Society) 

 

 

GPS co-ordinates-   29.5833° S, 30.4167° E 

 

 

 

 

                                                              

No responsibility is taken by the Society for any subject matter in 
this Newsletter other than official Society notices. 

 

https://hangouts.google.com/?action=chat&pn=%2B27723962592&hl=en_GB&authuser=0
http://www.pmes.co.za/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pietermaritzburg-Model-Engineering-Society/113185568763991
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Maritzburg Matters                                                                          Martin Hampton 
 
As we enter autumn and soon, winter, we have a little less to do as far as 
grass cutting is concerned and more in other areas of maintenance. 
Unfortunately we had to do some additional work in securing the clubhouse 
and containers after a break-in when our inverter and batteries were stolen. 
Hopefully the windows and the storage containers are now reasonably secure. 
More steps will be taken to secure other areas. We have also decided to 
change security companies and will be installing outside beams. Please note 
that you will need a remote to switch these off if you go anywhere near the 
buildings and containers on first arrival! 
 
We hope to have the tree at the steaming bay removed quite soon as we 
would like to start building the new roof for this area, there will be a few 
other trees removed at the same time. All of the necessary materials for the 
roof are on site thanks to some very kind donations by Meredith Thrash and 
Dave Tanner. 
 
Our system of tokens instead of the old paper tickets is working very well with 
positive comments from the drivers, passengers and ticket sellers. This was a 
very worthwhile change! 
 
For those of you who might find heavy work in the grounds a bit much, the 
inside of the clubhouse requires a fresh coat of paint and some tarting up, any 
volunteers? 
 
Internet/YouTube for excellent viewing 
 
There has been ongoing discussion about what to look at and how to find 
different subjects on the internet, I have listed a few of the YouTubers that I 
have seen. They all have multitudes of followers, some I really like while 
others can be a little annoying in my opinion. The internet is a most valuable 
resource for any subject that you can imagine, you have to also be a little 
circumspect, some people out there consider themselves to be experts but 
are complete idiots. Hopefully you enjoy watching some of these very 
talented and knowledgeable people, some are very good at explaining how 
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things are done, while others are good at what they do but can’t always 
explain themselves that well.  
 
Needless to say, I am a great follower of YouTube!! 
 
Stefan Gotteswinter - YouTube 

Keith Rucker - VintageMachinery.org - YouTube 

Clickspring - YouTube 

Keith Fenner - YouTube 

Blondihacks - YouTube 

Keith Appleton - YouTube 

Cutting Edge Engineering Australia - YouTube 

mrpete222 - YouTube 

Inheritance Machining - YouTube 

Abom79 - YouTube 

oxtoolco - YouTube 

 

Another resource is Facebook where there are a number of interest groups 
that post some very interesting info. One of the problems that I have found is 
that there are always some people who think that they know it all, generally 
these appear to be armchair critics and who you can ignore, unfortunately 
they bring a bit of a negative attitude that shouldn’t taint the subjects under 
discussion. 
 
7 ¼” Railways 7 1/4" Railways | Facebook 

UK Model Engineering UK Model Engineering | Facebook 

Miniature Railways Appreciation Miniature Railways Appreciation | Facebook 

 
If you want to search for any other subject matter on the internet, simply 
open your browser, click the + tab next to your open e-mail at the very top of 
the page, and type in whatever your heart desires. 
 
Enjoy! 

 
World’s First Passenger Railway 
 
It’s a fascinating quiz question: Where in the world was the first ever 
passenger railway line?  The answer: Swansea.  
It was the Mumbles Railway, and it ran for over 150 years.  
Today, many people in Swansea still remember seeing the bright red trains 
trundling their way from the city centre to Mumbles Pier. 

https://www.youtube.com/c/StefanGotteswinter/videos
https://www.youtube.com/user/ksruckerowwm
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCworsKCR-Sx6R6-BnIjS2MA
https://www.youtube.com/user/KEF791
https://www.youtube.com/blondihacks
https://www.youtube.com/user/keithappleton
https://www.youtube.com/c/CuttingEdgeEngineeringAustralia/videos
https://www.youtube.com/user/mrpete222
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVI8Mfisni3GaobL1e2JOIQ
https://www.youtube.com/user/abom79
https://www.youtube.com/user/oxtoolco
https://www.facebook.com/groups/7.14.railways
https://www.facebook.com/groups/324540884259928
https://www.facebook.com/groups/19693563436
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The railway was established by an act of parliament in 1804. When it took its 
first passengers, three years later, the carriages were drawn by horses. 
Steam powered locomotives arrived in 1877 and the railway really took off. 
In the 1920s, the line was electrified, and the distinctive red double-decker 
trains became an intrinsic part of Swansea life. 

 
Tony Cottle rode the railway.  He told ITV’s Vanished Wales: “I went to school 
on it and it was just a wonderful train. It used to rock and roll. “It would run 
seven days a week, on bank holidays and even when it snowed. It was so 
much part of the community and was very well-used. “It would pass St Helen's 
Ground, and in the summer, when the cricket was on, it used to slow down so 
passengers could see the result.” 
 
It was a five mile journey from Swansea city centre to Mumbles Pier.  Peter 
Tremewan remembers the route well. “My memory of the trains is going to sit 
upstairs, up the rickety stairs, and you had to be very careful,” Peter 
said. “You had the view right around Swansea Bay and from the top deck. It 
was quite exciting. “The other thing I used to like to do, to the irritation of the 
driver, was to stand right next to his cab looking out of the front window. He 
used to go nuts!  
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“It was the way that we all travelled. At one stage I used to use it every day, so 
it was a big part of my life. “Swansea had the first passenger railway still 
running. Some parts of the world would have given their teeth to have that, 
which made it so sad when it closed.” 
 
After serving Swansea for 156 years, the Mumbles Railway was shut down in 
January 1960.  The company that ran the railway invested in a fleet of buses 
instead, which it viewed as more reliable and cheaper to run. The tracks and 
the trains were dismantled and the infrastructure disappeared.  
 
“The horror of losing the railway was terrible,” Tony continued. “They ripped 
all the rails up and everyone was frantic. “People in Mumbles couldn't believe 
it. The first passenger railway in the world was gone.” 
 
Today, there’s very little left of that historic railway. The old line has been 
removed and concreted over. But one of the iconic trains has survived. It’s 
preserved by Swansea Museum. Barry Hughes, the manager of Swansea 
Museum, said: “Visitors come in here and they often share stories of the 
Mumbles Railway. “Stories of playing school rugby on the seafront, seeing the 
train go by and stopping to wave at the train, disrupting the game! 
 
“A lot of people referred to it as the trên bach: the small train. There's a lot of 
affection in that term. “It's one of those things that's always remembered 
with fondness in the local psyche. “It's about pride, a sense of place. Knowing 
where we come from. And for the Mumbles Railway, it certainly is something 
to be proud of.  
 
“It was a world first.” 
 
Wise words from Ben Fogle 
 
I failed my exams but exams also failed me. I find it astonishing that in 2023 
we are still fixating on exams as the medium of defining peoples’ intellectual 
potential and capabilities. As a philosopher once said, ‘everyone is a genius. 
But if you judge a fish by its ability to climb a tree it will live it’s entire life 
believing that it is stupid’. 
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Like a fish, some people are better at swimming than climbing. Some people 
have exceptional ability to retain information and regurgitate it under exam 
conditions. Others fall apart under pressure.  
 
Exams are heavily weighted to perpetuate the continued opportunity of the 
few not the many.  
 
I have spent a lifetime healing the wounds of my early childhood failings.  
Fail enough and eventually you’ll concede to those failings and once you 
capitulate, they became inevitable. From there, it’s a slippery slope to self 
loathing that strips you of your confidence and self esteem. 
  
The wilderness has been my rehabilitation. There is no failure in the wild. Just 
life and death. It is black and white. The wilderness does not care about race, 
colour, religion or politics. It is uncomplicated and unforgiving. This is what 
makes it so therapeutic. Without the complicated nuances of society, we are 
empowered to make decisions based on immediate circumstances rather than 
perception or reputation. Rather than viewing the landscape and those within 
it as competitors, we see them as collaborators. It seems strange to me that 
the single hour of pressurised decision making during my A-levels aged 18 
affected me more than the split-second decision at 8500m on Mount Everest 
when my oxygen bottle failed aged 46. One was an artificial indicator of 
supposed ability. The other a split-second life or death decision. I only passed 
one of them….. 
……and lived to tell the tale. 
 
Club Notices 
 

• The next General Meeting will be a video evening on Monday 15th May 
at 7.30 pm in the clubhouse. 

• Looking for a married woman, recently cheated on, mad and scorned, 
who is willing to sell her husband’s tools for cheap!  

• There will be a Workday on Saturday 20th May, please make an effort to 
join us. 
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Collision between two trains. Bay of Quinte Railway, Ontario, Canada. 1892. 

and in Bad Aibling, Germany, 2016, the devastation is clear to see in both, but 
the modern attributes must make it all the more frightening! 


